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What Happened 
between 

These Two Eras?

Venus” of Willendorf              Venus de Milo 
24,000−22,000 BCE               ca. 130−100 B.C.E.



What Happened

 Ancient Greek Propaganda

 Hyksos Invasion of Egypt 

 Development of Monotheism

 “Age of Discovery”/Age of Imperial Colonialism



Ancient Greeks
Spread Fear

Greek Bass Relief
Amazon Women v. Greek Soldiers
https://www.istockphoto.com/photos/greek-amazons

https://www.newyorker.com/books/joshua-rothman/real-amazons



More Greek Propaganda v. Amazons

https://www.mykonosgreece.com/visiting-the-archaeological-museum-of-piraeus/

https://www.dreamstime.com/ancient-greek-bas-relief-grave-stele-
depicting-battle-scene-rider-deceased-fallen-hoplite-heavily-armed-
foot-image181696823



Herodotus 

The Amazons: Women Warriors Amazons as “Man Killers”



Editor of 1998 Oxford Edition of Herodotus



Hyksos Hypothesis

Hyksos Invasion/Occupation of Egypt

https://larshaukeland.com/bits-pieces/archeology/exodus/the-
hyksos-and-the-old-testament-exodus-18/



The Hyksos

Frieze of Expulsion of Hyksos Whether Invaders or Immigrants…

 1,800−1580 B.C.E.

 Seized Control of 
Egypt

 Driven out by Force

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-8533295/Hyksos-people-
usurped-Ancient-Egyptian-pharaohs-NOT-invaders.html



Diop Hypothesis

Egyptian Military Drove Out Hyksos—But at What Cost?

Egypt’s

 Retreat from Parallel Culture 

 Co-optation by Patriarchal 
Urges 

M
F
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Militarization of Egypt

Cultural Shifts Result From Farms & Art to Weapons

• Military Tools
• Technology

Change in Mode & Items 
of Production

• Male Dominance

Oppression of “Weak” 
Other 

New Moral Code to 
Justify Shifts



MONOTHEISM

14th Century BCE 
(1353-1336 BCE)

Akenaton, 
Nefertiti,
Tutankhamun, 
& Smenkhkare

Praising Sun 
Disc (“God”)



Monotheism Catches on…

Zoroastrianism Originally, One God Per Group

 Persian Cult
 Arose 1,200−1,500 

B.C.E.
◦ Popularized One-God 

Concept

◦ Probably Helped to 
Shape

 Judaism

 Christianity

 Islam 

 “God” Not Universal but Particular

 Accounts for the “Deity War” in 
Daniel,1–5(6) 

 Jewish People’s God v. Marduk

 Probably a Knock-off of Canaanite 
God, “El”



Going Universal

Plato (ca. 428−348 B.C.E.)Thales of Miletus (ca. 624−548 B.C.E.)

 Sought “Unifying 
Principle”

 (Theory of 
Everything)

 Decided on Water

 (Others Voted for
◦ Air

◦ Fire)

 Dialogue Timaeus (ca. 360 
B.C.E.)
◦ Combine All Shapes to Cube

 Plato’s “Demiurge”
◦ The Divine Craftsman

◦ Created All Original “Forms”

◦ The Rest = Xerox of “Forms”

 Demiurge→Judaic 
ThoughtKepler’s Dodechadehron, 

Containing Everything



Monotheism Becomes a Thing

Philo Judaeus of Alexandria (b. 25 B.C.E.)

 Philo = “Hellenized” Jewish Thinker 

 Popularized Unifying Principle

 Idea Transfer: 

Greek → Jewish → Christian



Downhill from There … Women Disappear

Aaron               Miriam Moses
Rijksmuseum.nl

Jesus, 6th  Oldest Image
Public Domain

Minaret of Tilla-Kari 
Madressa, Uzbekistan, 
Samarkand, Registan 
Social Network for Travelers

When There Can Be Only One, 
He’s Male



Monotheism Follows Colonialism

https://wgte.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/sj14-soc-religmap/world-religions-map/



The Hatchet Job

Western One-Culture

 Monotheism Spreads 
Patriarchy

 Matriarchy Dismissed as 
Myth, Fantasy

 Disagreement = Exclusion

2011



The Hatchet Job

Cynthia Eller: It’s All a Male Myth!

This book traces the nineteenth-century genesis and 
development of an important contemporary myth 
about human origins: that of an original prehistoric 
matriarchy. It explores the intellectual history of the 
myth, which arose from male scholars … The book 
… provides the necessary context for understanding 
how feminists of the 1970s and 1980s embraced as 
historical “fact” a discredited nineteenth-century 
idea.

2011



Recovering Matriarchy

Dr. Heide Goettner-Abendroth Matriarchy on the Academic Map  

2012



http://www.oxfo
rdbibliographies
.com/view/docu
ment/obo-
9780199766567/
obo-
9780199766567-
0113.xml?rskey=
JvD9DR&result=
1&q=matriarchal
+studies#firstM
atch



Indigenous Peoples Never Lost Mother

Igboo (2000)
Amadiume

Iroquois, 2000
Mann

Minangkabau, 2002
Sanday

Kabylia Berber, 2007
Makilam 

Lahu, 2002
Du
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